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the people, which is ordinarily the effect as well of
excessive wet, as of excessive heat; if this happens,
thou shalt gain the reputation thou desirest; and if
not, seeing thou didst not positively foretell it, thou
shalt not incur the ignominy of a false predictor.

This was very obliging in the Devil, it must be
confessed, if the story be true ; and Ali was very
sensible of the help it was to him, and failed not to
ask the vision how he should obtain his promised
assistance in the like cases of difficulty. Upon
which the vision told him, that whenever he wanted
his help, he should come again to the palm-tree,
and that, surrounding the tree fifteen times, he
should call him aloud by his name three times,
every time he went round the tree ; and at the end
of the fifteenth time he should find sleepiness come
upon him, when he should lay himself down as he
did now, with his face to the south ; and if he fell
asleep, he should be sure to receive a visit from him
in vision : and with this he gives him the magic
name which he was to call him by.

Ali was infinitely exalted with the thoughts of this
information, which let him so much into the secret
bn nature, as to enable him to speak in a dialect in-
fhitely superior to the common understanding, and
in particular to make a judgment of things out of
tht reach of the most pretending of the rest of his
febow-magicians. When he went home among the
pecole, he failed not to give his judgment of the
terfble appearance in the air, and told them posi-
tivejy it portended a great drought and heat in the
approaching summer; to which he added, as a sug-
gestbn only, that he had great reason to believe it
woull be attended with a famine, and perhaps the
famiie might be followed with a plague ; insinu-
ating that if the famine was not attended with a
plagie among his own countrymen, as he had said
it woildj it was then likely it would appear first in